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TURKEY IN THE EUROPEAN UNION:
WHAT DOES LATVIA HAVE TO SAY

CONFERENCE SUMMARY

The year 2005 has brought a major development in the history of the European Union:
after more than forty years of hesitant rapprochement between the EU and Turkey, a full
Turkish membership in the Union has finally become a matter for accession negotiations.

Both eventual Turkish EU membership and the inevitably difficult path to it, raises a lot
of discussions in Europe. This makes it even more important to explain the endeavour to
the EU citizens, including Latvians, and to address the numerous concerns voiced over the
recent years: can Turkey be expected to adapt to the set of political and social values the
Union claims to stand for? How will a possible immigration from Turkey influence the already
challenged multicultural balances in the European nations? Is the process of internal
reforms, meant to bring Turkey closer to the EU, evolving successfully enough?

In order to start a public discussion on the matter in Latvia, The Baltic Forum together
with the Representation of the European Commission and Representation of the
European Parliament in Latvia organized the seminar Turkey in the EU: What Does Latvia
Have to Say?



Turkey and the EU: half way there?

Opening the conference, Director of the European Parliament Information Office in Riga
Maris Graudins recalled the resolution of the European Parliament which recommended
opening of the accession negotiations with Turkey. He noticed that most Latvian members
of the European Parliament either voted against this resolution or abstained. He reminded
that the Parliament put a special emphasis on the need for Turkey to recognize the Republic
of Cyprus and to face some ‘uncomfortable’ truths about its history, particularly the
treatment of the Armenian population in the old Ottoman empire. Graudins stressed that
the accession negotiations are open-ended, but, independently of their outcome, Turkey
and the EU are to engage in a much closer relationship in coming years.

Acting Head of the Representation of the European Commission Inese Stepina welcomed
the fact that the issue of Turkish accession has become a matter of public discussion in
Latvia in which not only experts and policy makers are engaged, but also non-governmental
organizations. To the Turkish side she referred the advice of the president of the Commission
Durao Barroso to ‘win the Europeans’ hearts and minds’.

Research Director at the Baltic Forum Viktor Makarov stressed that, by initiating
discussion on Turkish integration into the EU, Latvia positions itself as an EU country that
is not only interested in immediate material benefits of the EU membership for itself (such
structural funds), but is also willing to share the responsibility for shaping the future of the
Union.

Member of the European Parliament from Germany Cem Ozdemir recalled the history,
when back in the 70s Germany offered the perspective of EU membership for both Greece
and Turkey. Greece accepted this offer and became a member of the EU in 1981, whereas
Turkey rejected it, with its government of that time arguing that it was ‘an imperialist plot to
exploit the country.’As a result of this ‘short-sightedness,” Turkey lost a historic opportunity
to nudge itself closer to the EU. However, now, with the negotiations process on the track,
this mistake is being corrected. Ozdemir emphasized that this process provides a strong
incentive for Turkey to reform and move closer to the EU standards of democracy, respect
for human rights and the rule of law. Thanks to the EU accession process, Turkey is also
dealing with its long-standing taboos. One of them is history. ‘No country can boast that
its history is devoid of any unpleasant events, but, if Turkey is to become a part of the
European project, it must face its history in a straightforward manner,” said Ozdemir. In this
respect, he welcomed recent moves by the Turkish government to address the question of
the Armenian tragedy in 1915: a conference was organized on this issue with the support
of the government, whereas ‘only a couple of years ago such a conference would have
been declared illegal.” Another taboo being broken is the Kurdish question. As part of the
EU inspired reform process, cultural and linguistic rights are being granted to Turkey’s
large Kurdish minority.

Ozdemir also tried to dispel fears about mass migration of Turkish workers to Europe
after the country’s accession to the EU. He said that it is a ‘myth,” since most Turks
expect more job opportunities at home rather than joining the army of Turkish workers
abroad. Referring specifically to Latvia, he said that in any case the Turkish workers are
more likely to emigrate to economically more prosperous countries in Europe.

Ambassador of Turkey to Latvia Duray Polat referred to the history of long Turkish
engagement with Europe, dating back to the first years of the Republic, when the
founder of the modern Turkey, Kemal Ataturk, unambiguously chose Europeanization as
the course for internal and foreign policy for Turkey. It is noteworthy that this course is
supported by both Turkish elites and public. Already in 1963, when a first Association
agreement between Turkey and the EU was signed, the then president of the European
Commission Walter Hallstein referred to Turkey being part of Europe. Turkey has also
been a founding member of the Council of Europe. It joined NATO in 1952 and has been
a committed member of the Euro-Atlantic alliance ever since. Turkey has contributed
to a number of peace-keeping operations in recent years, most notably in Afghanistan.
Even these days, the Turkish air-force protects the Baltic air-space. All this is important
as it shows ‘how intertwined the destinies of Europe and Turkey are,” said Ambassador
Polat. So it is only natural that Turkey seeks the EU membership as ‘the last stop in the
long European journey,” emphasized the Ambassador. He refuted the argument, ‘often
heard in Germany and France’ that ‘Turkish membership would weaken Europe.’ To the
contrary, it would bring it benefits in terms of economy, security and common European
foreign policy to which Turkey is willing to contribute. Ambassador Polat also rejected
the notion of ‘privileged partnership,’” since that would deny Turkey a role in European
decision-making process. ‘What Turkey wishes is simply to obtain full member status,
obviously, with all the responsibilities that go with it,” concluded Duray Polat.

Director of the EU Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia Normunds
Popens stated the support of the Latvian government to the Turkish accession process.
He noted that the Latvian-Turkish ties are developing in a quite dynamic way, pointing to
the fact that Turkey is a prime destination for Latvian tourists, and also to the growing
economic relations. Latvia and Turkey are already NATO allies, reminded Popens. As
the main reasons for Latvian support of Turkey’s EU plans he mentioned their positive
influence on the internal reforms in Turkey, enhanced security in crucial area of the
world, improved relations between the EU and NATO and the promise of a huge, dynamic
market that Turkey represents to Europe. Turkish accession, in Popens view, would also
show that ‘the EU is not a closed Christian club, but a place where representatives of
different peoples and faiths can live in harmony.’

Popens pointed out that, to fulfil this vision of the country integrated in the EU, Turkey
will still have to clear some important hurdles on its way. One of them is the Cyprus
question. Another is the human rights situation which needs improvements. On the EU




side, the accession of such a big, relatively poor country will require some important
institutional and financial adjustments.

Progress done, but more challenges before

Director of the EU national programme at the Office of the Prime-Minister of Turkey
Nilgiin Arisan-Eralp explained in detail the process of Turkey’s EU accession negotiations.
She reckoned that ‘the size, demography and geographical situation all make Turkey
different from previous EU candidate countries,” but she still hoped for ‘strict, but
fair treatment from the EU regarding the Turkish accession.” She characterized the
magnitude of the reforms in Turkey as ‘a silent revolution.” Among the important reforms
carried out in recent years she mentioned the granting of rights to teach in Kurdish in
private institutions and of broadcasting in Kurdish. The government is also reaching out
to all sectors of the Turkish society to dialogue about the prospect of the country’s EU
membership.

Research Fellow at The Brussels Free University and Centre for European Policy
Studies in Brussels Senem Aydin stressed that a lot of effort has been made in recent
years to bring the Turkish legislation in line with the EU standards. She especially noted
the progress on the civil-military relationship. She called onto the EU to be fair-minded
when treating the Turkish accession, applying the same criteria and requirements
that have been applied to candidate countries in previous enlargements. This is all the
more important since the Turkish reform process is likely to be encouraged by favourable
external conditions, while losing the perspective of EU membership may slow down the
reforms.

Director of the Institute of Social and Political Research in the University of Latvia
Nils Muiznieks elaborated on the positive effects of the Turkish membership as far as
regional security, transatlantic ties and security of energy supplies from Azerbaijan and
Central Asia are concerned. If Turkey is not accepted to the EU ‘it could rightfully call the
EU a Christian club,” he said. Nevertheless, he pointed to the challenges which Turkey
faces: poverty and a large agricultural sector in the country and a sceptical public opinion
in many EU states. He pointed out that, according to public opinion polls, many people
in Latvia are afraid of immigration from Turkey. But he stressed the need to avoid the
populist simplification of the argument, and to educate the people, since ‘immigration
is economically necessary.’

Viktor Makarov elaborated on the Latvian public’s attitudes towards Turkey and its
EU ambitions. According to a survey conducted by a leading Latvian pollster SKDS in
co-operation with the Baltic Forum, 52% of Latvians hold ‘neutral’ views of Turkey as
a country, while 22% have negative feelings about Turkey, and only 14% have positive
views about this country. As to the Turkish membership in the EU, 28% of those polled
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support it, 41% are against it and 32% abstained from answering. Of those who are in
favour, the most often repeated arguments are to ‘let them in, if they wish so’ and that
‘it will help them to get through with reforms.” Those who are against Turkey in the EU
base their attitude on the grounds of an ‘alien religion, culture and mentality.” Makarov
put these data in a broader perspective provided by earlier polls and concluded that the
Latvian society in general has a tolerance deficit towards Muslims. At the same time,
a democratic, prosperous Turkey could play an important part in overcoming these
hostile feelings.

Author and translator Uldis Bérzins pointed to a growing nationalism in Turkey as
reflected in soaring popularity rates of books like The third world war, in which Turks
fight alongside Russians against the West, and end up conquering Europe. He cautioned
against ‘demagogic utopias of this kind’ and called upon both EU and Turkey to continue
on the path of mutual rapprochement. Bérzins acknowledged that ‘the richness of the
Turkish culture has inspired Europeans for centuries.” Turkey has always been part of the
European ‘concert of nations,” he noted. Therefore, ‘the European orchestra without
keman -the Turkish violin - would be incomplete,” concluded Berzins.

Discussion Summary:
Are Turkey and the EU ready to embrace each other?

Participants agreed that in their current form neither Turkey nor the EU is ready for
each other. Turkey has a lot of improvements to make in areas as diverse as human
rights, the role of army, situation of women and minorities, economy, facing the past etc.
On the other hand, as evidenced, among other things, by the French and Dutch failure to
ratify the European constitution, the EU currently suffers from a deep malaise of which
the ‘enlargement fatigue’ is but one aspect. This makes the challenge of ‘selling’ the EU
membership of a large and relatively poor Muslim country to the European public all the
more daunting. However, provided the Turkish reform process evolves successfully and
the EU recovers from its current state, the prospects for both sides will be brighter.

Key issues discussed
European borders

Director of the Foreign Policy Institute of Latvia Atis Lejins argued that Turkey
is essentially not a European country and pointed to the growing tide of Islamic
fundamentalism in the Muslim world. He stressed that it is very important for Europe to
maintain ‘close and friendly’ relations with Turkey for security reasons. Letting Turkey into
the EU is, however, a different matter. In such a case, on no grounds could an eventual
Moroccan or Algerian application be rejected. Arisan-Eralp strongly disagreed with this
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notion. She referred to the Article 49 of the Treaty of the European Union which states
that ‘any European country can apply for membership in the EU.'The Turkish application
was accepted by the EU, while the Moroccan was rejected on the grounds ‘that it is not a
European country.” Furthermore, Arisan-Eralp stressed that the possible Turkish accession
in no way means increasing threat of militant Islam in Europe, since the Turkish Islam
is ‘different, more moderate than that of the Middle Eastern countries.’

Reform process and the role of the army

Deputy Director of the Soros Foundation-Latvia Péteris Vinkelis said that, in his
opinion, neither the EU nor Turkey, as things stand now, are ready to embrace each
other. But they may be in the future, provided both undergo a deep transformation.
The EU must solve its problems, become a genuine free market zone and reform its
policies, particularly the common agricultural policy. On the other hand, Turkey is in the
middle of the change of dramatic proportions: from the tightly centralized, militarist and
nationalistic country to a more open, democratic and pluralist one. The danger is that the
military, which currently ‘holds the country together,” fears that the reform process would
not really lead to EU membership, but could instead unleash the forces of separatism
and fundamentalism. Senem Aydin pointed out that the military is still the most trusted
and respected institution in the country, and is broadly in favour of the EU accession.
At the same time, to avoid negative consequences for the Turkish reform process, the EU
must signal that it is fair-minded to Turkey and does not use double standards.

Asked whether the failure by the EU to accept Turkey would lead to ‘catastrophic
consequences for Turkey,” Senem Aydin strongly disagreed with such a notion. There is a
linkage between external and internal factors. The EU is a potent external factor, but one
should not underestimate internal pro-reform dynamics in Turkey. If the EU membership
for Turkey is taken out of sight, it might adversely affect the political reform, but it
would not lead to the ‘devastation of the country.’

Situation of women

One of the important European concerns is the situation of women in Turkey.
Commenting on this issue, Aydin said that a lot has improved in the recent years, but
problems persist. She identified the patriarchal culture rooted in the Turkish society, and
difficulties with access to education in certain parts of the country as main problems.
Arisan-Eralp acknowledged that the gender equality in Turkey is ‘not perfect.” There are
big differences in the situation of women in western and eastern parts of the country
and the urban-rural divide is also evident. But in the recent years, as part of the reform
process, more attention is being paid to achieving real gender equality in Turkey.
There is a committee in the Turkish parliament dealing with women rights. A number of
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important reforms were carried away. For example, previously in order to be able to work
Turkish women needed permission from their husbands. Now this provision has been
abolished. Arisan-Eralp especially pointed to the role of women rights organizations and
other structures of civil society that helped to bring this and other changes about.

Facing the past

Concerning the question of the Armenian allegations of genocide perpetrated by the
Ottoman government in 1915, Aydin emphasized the importance of facing history with
an open debate and she noted that this takes time. But it is crucial that the discussion
on this issue in Turkey has begun and is developing.

Research fellow at the Baltic Forum Eldar Mamedov reminded that the Turkish
government has recently taken steps to address the Armenian allegations. It supported
the first conference on this issue celebrated in Istanbul in 2005, signalled the readiness
to open all the archives and proposed to the Armenian side to form an independent
commission of historians from Turkey, Armenia and other countries in order to thoroughly
assess these tragic events. However, these gestures were not reciprocated by the
Armenian government.

Cem Ozdemir added that no country can boast of having totally impeccable history
and pointed to the difficulties some European nations have in dealing with their own
past, like Belgians regarding their actions in Congo. He stressed the importance of open
discussion about the tragedy of 1915.

Image of Turkey in Europe

Arisan-Eralp pointed to the communication strategy which aims to inform about the
EU in Turkey, and about Turkey in the EU. ‘We are learning hard the experience of other
countries during the accession process and we are trying not to repeat their mistakes,’
she said. Arisan-Eralp specifically addressed the fear of the huge influx of Turkish migrants
to the EU countries, this being one of the principal worries in some older EU countries.
In fact, she said, what most Turkish citizens expect from the EU membership is more
investment and jobs in their own country, not an opportunity to move out.

Journalist and art critic lvonna Veiherte expressed a strong belief in the people-
to-people diplomacy which would help to dispel some myths and misunderstandings
regarding Turks and Turkey. Drawing on her personal experience, she said that one of the
best ways to promote better understanding of Turkey is to organize educational tourism
to this country. People-to-people dimension of the Turkish EU accession process must
be bolstered and strengthened.




TURCLJA EIROPAS SAVIENIBA -
KAS LATVIJAI SAKAMS?

KONFERENCES PARSKATS

2005. gadu ieziméja nozimigs pagrieziena punkts Eiropas Savienibas veésturé:
péc vairak neka 40 gadus ilgas tuvinasanas sakas oficialas sarunas par Turcijas
pievienoSanos Eiropas Savienibai.

Gan Turcijas eventuala pievienoSanas ES, gan neizbégami grutais celS pretim
Sim mérkim izraisa kaisligas diskusijas Eiropa. Daliba ES noteikti veicinatu Turcijas
transformaciju, bet vienlaikus mainttu ari pasu ES. TieSi tapéc ir pasi svarigi rast atbildes
uz jautajumiem, kuri pédejos gados izraisijusi vislielakas domstarpibas: cik liela méra
Turcija sp€j adaptéties politisko un socialo vértibu vide, ko iemieso Eiropas Savieniba?
Kada veida iespgjama imigracija no Turcijas ietekmés Eiropas valstu jau ta trauslo
multikulturalo balansu? Vai Turcijas iekSejo reformu process, kam jatuvina valsts ES,
attistas pietiekami veiksmigi?

Ar mérki sakt sabiedrisko diskusiju par Siem jautajumiem Latvija, 28. aprill Baltijas

forums, Eiropas Komisijas parstavnieciba un Eiropas Parlamenta Informacijas birojs
rikoja konferenci “Turcija ES: kas Latvijai sakams?”
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Turcija un ES : vai puse cela noieta?

Atklajot konferenci, Eiropas Parlamenta Informacijas biroja Riga vaditajs Maris
Graudins atcer€jas par Eiropas Parlamenta rezolUciju, kura tika rekomendéta iestaSanas
sarunu uzsakSana ar Turciju. Vin§ atziméja, ka lielaka dala Latvijas Eiropas Parlamenta
deputatu balsoja pret o rezollciju vai arT atturéjas. Vins atgadinaja, ka parlaments 1pasi
uzsvera nepiecieSamibu Turcijai atzit Kipras Republiku, ka ari godigi izvertét savu pagatni,
Tpasi Otomanu impérijas attieksmi pret armeénu iedzivotajiem. Graudin$ atziméja, ka
iestaSanas sarunu rezultats Sobrid nav zinams, bet neatkarigi no to iznakuma Turcijas
un ES attiecibas k|Us cieSakas tuvakajos gados.

Eiropas Komisijas parstavniecibas Latvija vaditaja pienakumu izpilditaja Inese
Stepina apsveica faktu, ka iespéjama Turcijas daliba ES kluvusi par diskusiju priekSmetu
Latvija, kura iesaistiti ne tikai eksperti, politikas veidotaji un Ieméji, bet ari nevalstiskas
organizacijas. Turcijas pusei vina ieteica sekot Komisijas prezidenta Z0z& Manuela
Barozu aicinajumam ,iekarot eiropiesSu sirdis un pratus”.

Baltijas foruma pétniecibas direktors Viktors Makarovs uzsvera, ka uzsakot diskusiju
par Turcijas integraciju ES, Latvija pozicioné sevi ka valsti, kurai rip ne tikai tieSie un
taustamie labumi no ES dalibas, ka strukturalie fondi, bet arT globalie Eiropas nakotnes
jautajumi.

Eiropas Parlamenta deputats no Vacijas Dzems Ozdemirs izdarija nelielu ekskursu
vesture, atgadinot, ka septindesmitajos gados Vacija piedavaja eiropeisko perspektivu
Griekijai un Turcijai. Griekija pienéma So piedavajumu un 1981.gada kluva par ES
dalibvalsti. Savukart, toreiz€ja Turcijas valdiba piedavajumu noraidija, pamatojot, ka aiz
ta slépjoties ,imperialistu alkatigie plani ekspluatét turku tautu”. Sadas Ltuvredzigas
attieksmes” dé| Turcija zaud€jusi vésturisku iesp&ju tuvinaties ES. TaCu tagad, notiekot
sarunam par iestasanos ES, &I klluda tiekot labota. Ozdemirs atziméja, ka Sis process
rada specigu stimulu ,Turcijas iekSéjo reformu procesam, tuvinot valsti Eiropas
standartiem demokratijas, cilvektiesibu un likuma varas jomas. Pateicoties ES
iestasanas procesam, Turcija arn sak diskutet par jautajumiem, kuri agrak skaitijas
tabu. Pieméram, vesture. ,Nav nevienas valsts, kas varetu lepoties ar to, ka tas vesturée
nebija nepatikamu vai pat kaunpilnu notikumu. Bet ja Turcija vélas k|ut par vienotas
Eiropas projekta sastavdalu, tai ir godigi jaizverté sava vésture”, teica Ozdemirs. Saja
sakara vins apsveica dazus solus, ko pédéja laika spérusi Turcijas valdiba, pieméram,
atbalstot konferenci par arménu tragédiju 1915. gada. VEl pirms paris gadiem $adas
konferences rikoSana butu bijusi neiedomajama. Cits tabu, kas tiek gazts, ir kurdu
jautajums. ES iedvesmoto reformu procesa ieverojamajai kurdu minoritatei Turcija
tiek pieskirtas kulturalas un lingvistiskas tiesibas.

Ozdemirs ari méginaja kliedét bazas par iespéjamo masveida turku stradnieku
migraciju uz Eiropu péc Turcijas pienemsanas ES. Vin$ teica, ka tas ir ,mits”, jo lielaka
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dala turku sagaida vairak investiciju un darba vietu majas, nevis iespé€ju pievienoties
turku stradnieku armijai arzemeés. Pieskaroties Saja konteksta Latvijai, vin piebilda,
ka jebkura gadijuma turku stradnieki drizak dosies darba mekléjumos ekonomiski
attistitakajas Eiropas valstis.

Turcijas vestnieks Latvija Durajs Polats pievérsas Turcijas un ES attiecibu vésturei,
atziméjot, ka uzreiz péc Turcijas Republikas izveidoSanas tas dibinatajs un pirmais
prezidents Kemals Atatjurks viennozimigi izvel€jas eiropeizaciju ka valsts iekS€jas un
argjas politikas pamat kursu. Sis kurss bauda gan elites, gan lielakas iedzivotaju dalas
atbalstu. Jau 1963.gada, kad tika parakstits pirmais asociacijas ligums starp Turciju un
ES, toreiz€jais Eiropas Komisijas prezidents Valters HalSteins atzina, ka Turcija ir Eiropas
dala. Turcija bija starp Eiropas Padomes dibinataj valstim. Ta iestajas NATO 1952.gada,
un kops ta laika ir bijusi uzticama eiroatlantiskas alianses dalibniece. Peéd€jos gados
Turcija devusi ievérojamu ieguldijumu miera uzturéSanas operacijas, it ipasi Afganistana.
Arm musdienas, Turcijas gaisa spéki patrulé Baltijas gaisa telpu. Viss minétais parada,
cik ,savstarpéji saistiti ir Turcijas un Eiropas likteni”, teica vestnieks Polats. Tatad, tas
ir tikai dabiski, ka Turcija meklé dalibu ES, kas nozimétu ,pédéjo pieturu Saja ilgaja
eiropeiskaja celojuma”, uzsvéra veéstnieks. Vins noraidija biezi dzirdamo argumentu
Francija un Vacija, ka Turcijas iestasanas politiski vajinas ES. TieSi otradi, Turcijas
daliba dos papildus labumus ekonomika, droSiba, Eiropas kop€ja arpolitika, jo Turcija ir
griboSa un spéjiga ieguldit visas Sajas jomas savus resursus un ekspertizi. Véstnieks art
noraidija ,priviligétas partneribas” iespé&ju, jo ta izslégtu Turciju no piedalidanas IEmumu
pienemSanas procesos Eiropas limeni. ,Turcija vienkarSi velas iegit pilnvertigas
dalibvalsts statusu, protams, ar visu atbildibu, ko $ads statuss nes”, secinaja Polats.

Latvijas arlietu ministrijas ES departamenta direktors Normunds Popens pauda
Latvijas valdibas atbalstu Turcijas integracijai ES. Vin§ ar gandarijumu atziméja, ka
Latvijas un Turcijas saites attistas visai dinamiski, par ko liecina fakts, ka Turcija
ir Latvijas iedzivotaju iecienttakais marSruts vasaras brivdienam. Arm ekonomiskas
attiecibas starp abam valstim veiksmigi attistas. Latvija un Turcija jau ir NATO sabiedrotas,
atgadinaja Popéns. Par galvenajiem Latvijas atbalsta Turcijai iemesliem Popéns minéja
eirointegracijas pozitivo ietekmi uz iekS€jo reformu gaitu, droSibas apsveérumus,
potencialo pienesumu NATO un ES attiecibu uzlabo$ana, ka ari milzigo Turcijas tirgu.
Turcijas iestaSanas ES arl, péc Popéna domam, pieradis, ka ,ES nav slégts kristiesu
klubs, bet vieta, kur dazadu tautibu un ticibu cilvéki var sadzivot harmonija”.

Popens atzZiméja, ka Sis eiropeiskas vizijas IstenoSanai Turcijai vél bus japarvar dazi
nopietni Skéersli. Viens no tiem ir Kipras jautajums. Ari cilvektiesibu situacija ir nepiecieSami
uzlabojumi. No ES puses, §adas lielas, relativi nabadzigas valsts uznemsana prasis
nopietnu institucionalu un finansialu pielagoSanos.
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Progress acimredzams, bet vairaki izaicinajumi prieksa

Turcijas ministru prezidenta biroja ES nacionalas programmas direktore Nilgjuna
Arisana-Eralpa detalizéti izklastija iestdSanas sarunu procesu. Vina atzina, ka ,Turcijas
lielums, demografija un geografiskais stavoklis padara paplasinaSanos par Tpasu
gadijumu salidzinajuma ar iepriek$ejiem paplasinasanas raundiem”. Neskatoties uz to,
vina cer, ka ,pret Turciju tiks piemeroti strikti, bet taisnigi iestasanas kriteriji”. Vina
raksturoja Turcijas reformas ka ,kluso revoluciju”. Starp nozimigakajam reformam vina
mingja tiesibu pieskirSanu macit kurdu valoda privatas macibu iestadés un veikt radio
raidijumus Saja valoda. Valdiba ari veic dialogu ar visiem Turcijas sabiedribas slaniem
par valsts ES dalibas nozimi un perspektivam.

Briseles Brivas universitates un Eiropas politisko studiju centra pétniece Senema
Ajdina uzsvéra, ka daudz tika darits pedéjos gados, lai tuvinatu valsts likumdoSanu
Eiropas standartiem. VinaipasSi atziméja progresu civili-militarajas attiecibas. Vina aicinaja
ES izturéties pret Turciju taisnigi, piemérojot tai tos pasus kritérijus un prasibas, ka
valstim, kas ieklavas ES iepriekSéjo paplasinasanas kartu rezultata. Vel jo vairak
tapéc, ka Turcijas reformu procesu 1pasi veicina labvéligie aréjie apstakli. Savukart, ja
iestaSanas galamerkis klust parak neskaidrs, tas var paléninat reformas.

Latvijas Universitates Politisko un socialo pétijumu institlta direktors Nils MuiZnieks
plasak pieversas Turcijas ES dalibas pozitivajai pusei, akcent€jot Sis valsts ieguldijumu
regionalaja dro$iba, transatlantiskaja sadarbiba un energoresursu no Azerbaidzanas un
Centralazijas piegades drosiba. Ja Turcija netiks uznemta ES, tai bus tiesibas uzskatit ES
par ,kristieSu klubu”, doma Muiznieks. Taja pasa laika, vins noradija uz izaicinajumiem,
kas Turcijai ir priekSa: nabadziba, liels lauksaimniecibas sektors, skeptiska sabiedriska
doma daudzas ES valstis. Vins atziméja, ka saskana ar sabiedriskas domas aptaujam,
daudzi cilveki Latvija baidas no imigracijas no Turcijas. TaCu nepiecieSams izvairities no
jautajuma vienkarsosanas un izglitot cilvekus, jo ,,imigracija ir ekonomiski vajadziga”,
teica Muiznieks.

Viktors Makarovs izvérsa Latvijas sabiedriskas domas, attieksmes pret Turciju un
tas eiropeiskam ambicijam, tému. Ar Eiropas Komisijas parstavniecibas Latvija atbalstu
un sadarbiba ar Baltijas forumu Latvijas vado$a sociologisko aptauju firma SKDS veica
aptauju par Siem jautajumiem. Saskana ar rezultatiem, 52% Latvijas iedzivotaju ir neitrala
attieksme pret Turciju, 22% ir negativas izjutas pret So valsti, un tikai 14% attieksme ir
labveliga. Kas attiecas uz Turcijas dalibu ES, 28% to atbalsta, 41% ir pret to, un 32%
atturéjas no atbildes. To vidu, kas atbalsta Turciju ES, visbiezak dzirdétie argumenti ir ,lai
stajas, ja vini to vélas” un ,tas viniem palidzes veikt reformas”. Turcijas iestasanas ES
pretinieki visbieZak savu nostaju pamato ar ,svesas kultiras, religijas, mentalitates”
argumentu. levietojot Sos datus plasaka konteksta, ko sniedz dazu iepriekS€jo aptauju
rezultati, Makarovs secinaja, ka Latvijas sabiedriba pastav ,problemas ar toleranci
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pret musulmaniem”. Demokratiska, plaukstosa Turcija varétu spélét nozimigu lomu
S§adas neiecietibas parvarésana.

Rakstnieks un tulkotajs Uldis Bérzins noradija uz pieaugosSo nacionalismu Turcija,
kas cita starpa izpauzas gramatas ,TreSais pasaules karS” popularitate. Saja gramata
paradits, ka turki atrod sabiedroto Krieviju un kopa iekaro Eiropu. Bérzins bridinaja
pret 3ada veida ,demagogiskajam utopijam”, un aicinaja gan Turciju, gan ES turpinat
savstarpejo tuvinasSanos. Tai pasa laika Berzind atgadinaja, ka turku kultlras bagatibas
gadsimtiem ilgi ir iedvesmojuSas eiropiesus. Turcija vienmeér esot bijusi Eiropas naciju
koncerta sastavdala. Tapéec, ,Eiropas orkestris bez kemana - turku vijoles - bus
nepilnigs”, secindja Beérzins.

Diskusijas kopsavilkums. Vai Turcija un ES ir gatavas viena otrai?

Diskusijas dalibnieki bija vienispratis, ka sava pasreiz€ja stavokli nedz Turcija, nedz
ES ir gatavas viena otrai. Turcijai vél javeic ievérojami uzlabojumi tik dazadas jomas, ka
cilvektiesibas, armijas loma, sievieSu un minoritasu stavoklis, véstures jautajumi u. c.
Savukart, ka, cita starpa, paradija Eiropas konstitlcijas izgasanas referendumos Francija
un Niderlandé, ES pardzivo krizi, kura izpauZas ar1 zinama paguruma no paplasinasanas.
Saja konteksta vienas lielas, relativina badzigas musulmanu valsts dalibas ES ,pardoSana”
Eiropas sabiedriskajai domai ir visnota| gruts izaicinajums. Tomér, ja Turcijas reformu
process attistisies veiksmigi, un ES atgus savu iepriekS€jo dinamismu, perspektivas abu
pusu attiecibam varétu but spilgtakas.

Galvenie diskusijas jautajumi
Eiropas robeZas

Latvijas arpolitikas institlta direktors Atis Lejins pauda viedokli, ka Turcija butiba
nav Eiropas valsts un noradija uz augoso islama fundamentalismu musulmanu pasaulé.
Vind uzsvéra, ka Eiropai ir nepiecieSamas ,tuvas un draudzigas” attiecibas ar Turciju.
Tacu Turcijas uznemsana ES ir cita lieta. Ja tas notiks, tad nebus argumentu, lai atteiktu
eventualu Marokas vai AlZirijas lugumu pievienoties ES. Arisana-Eralpa stingri iebilda pret
S§adu argumentu. Vina atgadinaja, ka ES liguma 49.pants pielauj iespéju ,jebkurai Eiropas
valstij, kas atbilst zinamiem kritérijiem, iestaties ES”. Turcijas pieteikumu ES akcepté€ja,
savukart Marokas noraidija, pamatojot to, ka ,Maroka nav Eiropas valsts”. Attieciba pret
radikala islama briesmam, Arisana-Eralpa bilda, ka ,Turcijas islams atskiras no Tuvo
Austrumu valstis praktizeta, turku islams ir merenaks”.
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Reformu process un armijas loma

Sorosa fonda-Latvija izpilddirektora vietnieks Péteris Vinkelis uz jautdjumu, vai
Turcija un ES ir gatavas viena otrai, atbildéja noraidosi. Taéu nakotné §i situacija varétu
mainities, ja abas puses pardzivos dzilu transformaciju. ES jaatrisina savas problémas,
tai ir jaklust par isto brivas tirdzniecibas zonu, jareforme vairaki politikas virzieni,
ipasi Eiropas kopéja lauksaimniecibas politika. Savukart, arm Turcija atrodas radikalu
reformu procesa: paréja no centralizétas, nacionalistiskas un militarizétas valsts uz
atvertaku, demokratiskaku un pluralistisku. PaSlaik armija ,satur So valsti kopa”. Tacu
pastav risks, ka armija lldz galam nav parliecinata, ka sarunu process tieSam novedis
[1ldz dalibai ES, nevis destabilizés valsti, izraisot separatisma un fundamentalisma vilni.
Senema Ajdina atbild€ja, ka armija joprojam ir institiicija, kas bauda vislielako cienu
Turcija, un ta kopuma atbalsta iestasanos ES. Taja pasa laika, lai izvairitos no negativam
sekam Turcijas eirointegracjas procesa, ES jadod skaidri signali, ka ta izturas pret
Turciju taisnigi un nepiemero tai dubultstandartus.

Vaicata, vai neiestaSanas ES nozimétu ,katastrofu” Turcijai, Ajdina atbild€ja
noraidosi. Ir saikne starp aréjiem un iekSéjiem faktoriem. ES ir spécigs aré€jais faktors,
bet nebutu pareizi nenovertét ieksejo pro-reformisko dinamiku Turcija. Ja ES dalibas
perspektivas klust parak neskaidras, tas varétu negativi ietekmét reformu tempu,
tacu tas nenovedis pie ,valsts sagrausanas”.

Sieviesu situacija

Ajdina atzZiméja, ka Saja joma pédéjos gados tika sasniegts ievérojams progress, bet
daudzas problémas joprojam vél nav atrisinatas. Ka galvenas problémas tika minétas
Turcijas sabiedribas patriarhala kultira un gratibas ar pieeju izglitibai dazos valsts
regionos. Arisana-Eralpa piebilda, ka dzimumu vienlidziba Turcija ,nav perfekta”. Pastavot
lielas atSkiribas sieviesu situacija valsts rietumu un austrumu dalas, ka ari starp pilsétam
un lauku rajoniem. Bet pedéjos gados, reformu procesa konteksta, lielaka uzmaniba
tiek pieversta realas dzimumu vienlidzibas sasniegSanai. Turcijas parlamenta darbojas
komisija, kas ir veltita sievieSu tiesibam. Tika veiktas daZas nozimigas reformas.
Pieméram, agrak, lai dabutu darbu, sievietém bija jaiegust viru atlauja. Tagad Sis
noteikums ir atcelts. Arisana-Eralpa TpaSi atziméja sievieSu tiesibu organizaciju un citu
pilsoniskas sabiedribas strukttru lomu So pozitivo parmainu 1stenoSana.

Véstures jautajumi

Attieciba pret Otomanu impérijas apsudzibam arménu genocida, Ajdina uzsvera
vestures godigas, atvertas izpetes nozimigumu, kas vienmer prasa laiku. Bet ir kritiski
svarigi, ka diskusijas par So jautajumu Turcija ir sakusas un attistas.
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Baltijas foruma pétnieks Eldars Mamedovs atgadinaja, ka Turcijas valdiba atbalstija
2005. gada rikoto konferenci Stambula par 1915. gada tragiskajiem notikumiem,
pauda gatavibu atvért valsts arhivus un piedavaja Armeénijas pusei izveidot kopigu
vesturnieku komisiju, lai vispusigi izpétitu Sos notikumus. Tacu Arménijas valdiba uz
Siem piedavajumiem nav reagéjusi pozitiva veida.

DZzems Ozdemirs piebilda, ka neviena valsts nevar lepoties ar to, ka tas vesture ir
nevainojama. Dazam Eiropas valstim ar1 ir gritibas savas véstures godiga izvertésana,
pieméram, belgiem sakara ar vinu ricibu Kongo. Vienlaikus ving uzsvéra, ka ir svarigi
turpinat 1915.gada tragédijas izpéti.

Turcijas téls Eiropa

Arisana-Eralpa pastastija par komunikacijas stratégiju, kuras mérkis ir informét par
ES Turcija un par Turciju ES. ,Més macamies no citu valstu pieredzes iestasanas procesa,
un cenSamies neatkartot vinu kludas”, vina teica. Arisana-Eralpa 1pasi pievérsas bazam
par turku stradnieku piepludi Eiropa péc valsts iestaSanas ES. Patiesiba, vina teica, turku
pilsoni sagaida no ES dalibas vairak investiciju un darba vietu majas, nevis iespéju
emigret uz Eiropu.

Zurnaliste un makslas kritike Ivonna Veiherte pauda stingru parliecibu, ka ,tautas
diplomatijai” jaspéelé centrala loma mrtu un parpratumu par Turciju un turkiem kliedésana.
Pamatojoties uz personigo pieredzi, vina teica, ka viens no efektivakajiem veidiem, ka
veicinat labaku izpratni par Turciju un tas tautu, ir attistit izglttojoSu ttrismu. Turcijas ES
integracijas procesa janostiprina cilveciska dimensija.
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